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Teachers are the key to  
Standards Plus Implementation 

Teachers are the key to  
Standards Plus  
Implementation 

A set of lessons takes students from 
“below grade level” to “at grade level”
using these strategies:

•  direct instruction
•  discrete learning targets
•  multiple exposures 
•  Immediate feedback



A Nonprofit Group of Educators 

Our commitment to support the implementation of Standards Plus, 

Thank you for choosing Standards Plus to support your instruction this year. Having 
careers in education, our nonprofit understands the demands of the classroom. Our goal 
is to support teachers’ instruction and improve student achievement. Standards Plus is 
research based,  proven effective and because we know that implementation is the key 
to success, we offer support each step of the way.

Our goal is to work with you to create a successful learning environment and increase 
student achievement. 

Joseph Deem Ed.D
30 years teacher/administrator	
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Sharon Corkrum Ed.D
30 years teacher/administrator	

Fran Mazzolini, CEO, President
35 years teacher/administrator	
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Students master grade level standards  
using the proven effective Standards Plus process  

Teachers: 
Teachers	are	the	most	important	factor	in	student	
learning.	That’s	why	every	Standards	Plus	lesson	is	
directly	taught	by	a	teacher.	
	
Direct Instruction format: 
“Direct	Instruction	is	a	proven	method	of	instruction	
that	fosters	the	most	significant	gains	in	student	
achievement	and	results	in	deep	and	enduring	
understanding	of	the	concept.”		
(Peladeau,	Forget	&	Gagne,	2003).	
	
Discrete learning targets: 
Each	lesson	has	a	clear	learning	objective,	providing	
easily	understood		instruction	which	allows	students		
to	learn	and	retain	the	information	in	their	long	term	
memory.	

Multiple exposures to prerequisite 
standards/skills: 
Each	standard/skill	is	broken	down	and	presented	in	
multiple	scaffolded	lessons	providing	multiple	
opportunities	to	practice	and	develop	a	deep	
understanding	of	a	specific	skill	allowing	for	long	
term	retention.	
	
Immediate feedback: 
“The	most	powerful	single	modification	that	
enhances	achievement	is	feedback.”	(John	Hattie,	1992)	
Every	lesson	provides	immediate	feedback	to	the	
students.	
	

Reteach 
For	students	who	need	further	instruction	to	master	
a	standard/skill,	reteach	the	lessons	giving	more	
detailed	instruction	and	guided	practice.	Do	the	
independent	practice	together	adding	more	
instruction.		

WHY STANDARDS PLUS INTERVENTION INCREASES STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 



Standards Plus Intervention 
Includes: 

•  Pre-Assessments 
•  Intervention Lessons 
•  Post-Assessments 
•  Performance Lessons 

5 

100+ Intervention Lessons
DOK 1-2-3

Scaffolded 
Intervention Lessons

Students learn the prerequisite �
skills necessary for the mastery �

of grade-level standards

Post-Assessments

Administer a post-assessment 
to validate student progress

Performance Tasks

Within each topic students have the 
opportunity to apply what they have learned 
in a unique setting and extend their learning.

Pre-Assessments
Use pre-assessments to determine students’ 

understanding of a particular concept. 



1. Use pre-assessments to determine students’ 
understanding of a particular concept. 

2. Assign appropriate intervention lessons.

3. Teach direct instruction intervention lessons �
that scaffold the instruction of skills necessary 
for mastery of grade level standards.

Using Standards Plus Intervention Lessons 

ASSESS	

TEACH	

Provides	the	prerequisite	skills	necessary	for	mastery	of	grade	level	standards	

TEACH	
TEACH	

TEACH	 ASSESS	

At	Grade	Level	
Standards	

Below	Grade	Level	
Standards	
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4. Administer a post-assessment to validate student 
progress.�

5. Use performance tasks to provide students with 
opportunities to apply their learning.



Teacher Lesson Plan 

Explicit Teacher Lesson Plan / Direct Instruction Model

Standards Plus® – Common Core Intervention Language Arts – Grade 3
Strand:  Reading Literature   Focus:   Understanding Text – Ask & Answer Questions       Lesson: # 1

Lesson Objective:  Read a literature passage and ask and answer questions about the text.

Teacher Note:  Lessons 1‐5 are all related to the Camping with Nana Jo text.   
 
Introduction:  “Today, we will read a story.  This is a form of literature.  We can also call this 
kind of text fiction.  We will ask and answer questions about the text today.”   
 
Instruction:  “Today, we will be reading a literature passage.  The text is literature because it 
tells us a story.  We will be asking and answering questions today.  When we ask a question, 
we usually begin with who, what, why, where, when, or how. Questions can be very general, 
such as, what is the story about? Questions can also be very specific, What is the name of the
Lake by Mount Jezebel? We will ask and answer questions that are about the text today.”   
 
Guided Practice:  “Let’s read the story together.  (Read the story aloud.  Students may benefit 
from a second read.)  Our job today is to ask and answer questions.  Let’s begin by thinking of 
a question that we could ask about the story.  What is a question that you could ask about 
this text that begins with when?  (Discuss questions and craft an answer and write it on the 
line.  Example:  When do they leave to go camping?)  Here is a question that we need to 
answer.  Let’s read it together.   What is one thing that went wrong the first night of the trip?
Do you remember where the story talks about the first night?  (Direct the students’ attention 
to the second paragraph.)  It says that there was a rainstorm.  The lake swelled up to where 
they were camped, so they had to move their tent at 2:00 am.  Let’s write a sentence to 
answer the question and underline where the answer is found.” Model writing the response
and underlining the text.  Ensure the students do the same. 
 
Independent Practice:  “Now you need to write another question about the story.  You also 
need to answer the question in number 2.  It says, Why would they consider going to the
beach next year? Remember to underline where the answer is found in the story.” 
 
Review:  After a few minutes, review the story and the answer to question number two.  
Underline where the answer is found in the text.  Have the students share the questions they 
wrote.  Discuss whether the answer could be found in the text or if further research would be 
needed to find the answer. 
 
Closure:  “Did you ask a general or a specific question today?” 
 
Answers:  1. Questions will vary, but should begin with one of the question 

words and ask a question about the story. 
2. They might go to the beach because so many things went 

wrong up by Lake Byron.

Standards Plus® – Common Core Intervention Language Arts – Grade 3
Strand:  Reading Literature   Focus:   Understanding Text – Ask & Answer Questions       Lesson: # 1

Question Words:  who, what, why, where, when, how
 
Directions:  Read the story.  Use the question words to help you ask questions about 
the story.  Answer the questions and underline where the answer or clues to the 
answer can be found in the story. 
 

Camping with Nana Jo 

     Nana Jo takes me and my brother camping every summer.  We always go up to 
Mount Jezebel and camp by Lake Byron.  We leave the weekend after the Fourth 
of July, and we stay for two whole weeks.  Last summer, we had more adventures 
than usual. 
          The first night that we were there, there was a rain storm, and the lake 
swelled up to the level of our campsite, so we had to move our tent at 2:00 in the 
morning!  We were still sleepy when morning came.  All our wood had gotten wet 
in the storm, so we couldn’t cook breakfast. 
          Two days later, my brother fell into a ravine—filled with Poison Oak!  Nana 
Jo’s dog got sprayed by a skunk, the car keys fell in the lake, and a bear crept into 
our tent when we went fishing.  It seemed that something went wrong every day.  
Nana Jo said that next year we should just go to the beach. 
 

 

Example A:  What is a question you could ask about this story? 
 

 
 
 

Example B:  What is one thing that went wrong the first night of the trip? 
 
 
 
1.  What is a question you could ask about this passage? 
 

 
 
 

2.  Why would they consider going to the beach next year? 
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Standards Plus Intervention 
lessons are written in the  
Direct Instruction format 

because it is the most  
effective research-based 

instructional delivery model  
and it is proven to increase 

student achievement.   



Teaching Intervention Lessons 
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1.  Project the student lesson 2.  Read Introduction �
�
�

3.  Read Instruction aloud �
      to students

4.  Read the Guided Practice 
      and do the examples together

 
Common Core Standards Plus® – Language Arts – Grade 3 

Strand:  Reading Literature Focus:  Understanding Text, Character Traits, and Actions  Lesson:  #1 
Reading Literature Standards:  RL.3.1:  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring to 
the text as the basis for the answers.   
RL.3.3:  Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events. 
 
Directions:  Read the passage below.  Use the information in the text to answer 
questions about the story and its character. 
 

Changes for Dan 
       Dan did not like living in Chicago, Illinois.  Sometimes Chicago got really 
windy and cold.  Dan dressed in three layers of clothing in the winter just to stay 
warm.  The winter wind blew so hard that the windows on his house would rattle.  
 
      Dan’s family moved from Illinois to Florida.  He was surprised that it was 
sunny and warm in Florida almost all the time.  He loved Florida, and he liked living 
near the ocean. 
 
      Even though he liked sunshine and the beach, he realized he missed some 
things about Chicago.  He missed building snowmen and visiting the tall buildings in 
the city.  He also missed the baseball games he’d gone to when he lived there.  He 
decided he would go back and visit Chicago in the summer when it wasn’t windy.  
 

 
Example:  Find the sentence that tells you in which place Dan would see the ocean.  
Write the sentence on the line below. 
         ________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Find the sentence that tells you where Dan lives now.  Circle the sentence 
then write the sentence on the line below. 
________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Read the first paragraph.  How do you think Dan feels about the wind in 
Chicago? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

3. According to the story how do you know that Illinois is cold? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Based on the passage, what are two things you think Dan likes to do for fun? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
Common Core Standards Plus® – Language Arts – Grade 3 

Strand:  Reading Literature Focus:  Understanding Text, Character Traits, and Actions  Lesson:  #1 
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contribute to the sequence of events. 
 
Directions:  Read the passage below.  Use the information in the text to answer 
questions about the story and its character. 
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6.  Review answers together �
      and students correct �
      mistakes or improve answers

 
Common Core Standards Plus® – Language Arts – Grade 3 

Strand:  Reading Literature Focus:  Understanding Text, Character Traits, and Actions  Lesson:  #1 
Reading Literature Standards:  RL.3.1:  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring to 
the text as the basis for the answers.   
RL.3.3:  Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events. 
 
Directions:  Read the passage below.  Use the information in the text to answer 
questions about the story and its character. 
 

Changes for Dan 
       Dan did not like living in Chicago, Illinois.  Sometimes Chicago got really 
windy and cold.  Dan dressed in three layers of clothing in the winter just to stay 
warm.  The winter wind blew so hard that the windows on his house would rattle.  
 
      Dan’s family moved from Illinois to Florida.  He was surprised that it was 
sunny and warm in Florida almost all the time.  He loved Florida, and he liked living 
near the ocean. 
 
      Even though he liked sunshine and the beach, he realized he missed some 
things about Chicago.  He missed building snowmen and visiting the tall buildings in 
the city.  He also missed the baseball games he’d gone to when he lived there.  He 
decided he would go back and visit Chicago in the summer when it wasn’t windy.  
 

 
Example:  Find the sentence that tells you in which place Dan would see the ocean.  
Write the sentence on the line below. 
         ________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Find the sentence that tells you where Dan lives now.  Circle the sentence 
then write the sentence on the line below. 
________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Read the first paragraph.  How do you think Dan feels about the wind in 
Chicago? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

3. According to the story how do you know that Illinois is cold? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Based on the passage, what are two things you think Dan likes to do for fun? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

 

5.  Read Independent Practice:

•  Monitor students as �
they work.�

•  Differentiate instruction 
by assigning fewer items 
for struggling students.

7.  Read the closure aloud or 
      have students summarize    �
      concept or skills learned.

 
Common Core Standards Plus® – Language Arts – Grade 3 
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Write the sentence on the line below. 
         ________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Find the sentence that tells you where Dan lives now.  Circle the sentence 
then write the sentence on the line below. 
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Online Implementation support

English Learners support materials

Visit us online for immediate support

For a 15% reorder grant order by by April 2019
For immediate assistance, contact Joni at extension 116

Call for the following

1-877-505-9152

Onsite training

Webinar training �

www.standardsplus.org



FOR STUDENTS 

Test Taking Strategies

Contact Us for Pricing

1-877-505-9152

Test Taking Strategies to teach students 
how to take tests.

Available as individual student 
8.5 in. x 11 in.

Test Taking Strategy Cards

OR

Test Taking Strategy Posters 
13 in. x 19 in.
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EL HANDBOOK 

•  Explicitly targeting the standards
•  Emphasizing academic vocabulary

•  Providing immediate feedback to students

•  Improving student confidence

Standards Plus materials meets the needs of English Learners

Ask us for a FREE copy. 

Contact Us: 1-877-505-9152

Accelerate language development by:
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AWARDS 

Following a district-wide implementation of the full-year Standards Plus 
Program, the district gained national recognition and received two national 
awards for overall student achievement by receiving The national 
DISPELLING THE MYTH AWARD and the ALL KIDS ALL STARS TROPHY, 
both awarded by the Education Trust (established by the American Association 
of Higher Education). The district outpaced the average statewide 
improvement five years in a row.
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